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Hs 2 before obferved in general, that the Per- 
whom Miltox introduces ‘into his Poem 
ys difoover fuch Sentiments and Behavi- 








tefpective Charadters,. Every Ciscumftance 
Speeches and AGtions, is with great juftnefs 


As the Poet very much excels in this Conti- 
# of-bis Chara&ters, | fhall beg leave to confi- 
eral Paflages of the Second Book in this Light. 
faperior Greatnefs and Mock-Majefty, which 
aed to the Prince of the fallen Angels, is 
preferved in the beginning of this Book. 
mening aud clofing the Debate; -his taking on 
Wel that great Enterprize at the Thought of 
&the whole Infernal Ailembly trembled; his 
mring the hideous Phantom who guarded the 
@f Hell, and appeared to him in all his Ter- 
‘ete Inftances of that proud and daring Mind 
$could not brook Submiffion even to Omni- 
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n was now at hand, and from his Seat ® 
er moving onward cane as faft 
i bonid firides, Heil trembled as he firede, 
a ited Fiend what this might be admir’d, 
Anir'd, not fear'd — 
fame Boldnefs and [ntrepidity of Behaviour 
ns it felf in the feveral Adventares which he 
with during his Paflage through the Regions 
md Matter, and particularly in his Addrefs 
tremendous Powers who are defcrided as 
over it. . 
ePart of Moloch is likewife in all its Circum- 
ll of that Fire and Fury which diftinguih 
it from the rett of the fallen Angels. He is 
in the firft Book as befmear’d with the Blood 
man Sacrifices, and delighted with the Tears of 
and the Cries of Children. In the fecond 
te is marked out as the fierceft Spirit that 
ia Heaven ; and ‘if we confider the Figure 
be makes in the Sixth Book, where the Bat- 
the Angels is defcribed, we find it every way 
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ed for to the fame furious enraged Chara&er. 
wher Where the might of mr in ay 
ink ka with ferce Enjigns piere’'d the decp array 











HMaloc, ficrious King, who him defy d, 
Mew bis chariot wheels to drag-hint bound 
ies d, wor from the Heiy cue of Heav'n 
bis tongue blafphemous; bt anew 
cove to the waft), with jhatter’d arms 


Mmawh pain fled blbrving.- — 






tated this violent impetacus Spirit, who is 
ta by fuch precipitate Paffions, as the fir 
Smthe Affembly, to give his Opinion upon 
it Pofture of Affairs. Accordingly hede- 
ifadruptly for War, and appears incenfed 
bpanions, for lofing fo much time as 
te upon it. All his Sentiments are 
dedacions and Defpcrate. Such is that of 
RGemfelves with their Tortures, and turn- 
iments upon him who infli@ed them. 
. ody J —. + 
mes hi ry, at once 
«Merve high tow'r: ote rejijite/s way, 
. ures mato berrid arms 
*, the Tertarer ; a Noife 
om Exgine bz foal 
Thuaser, acd eee fe 
hand berror with exual -2e 
eat ce! and bis throne it fe 
oa Tx-arcan Sulpbar, and franze Se, 
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as are in a peculiar manner conformable - 


cacy adapted to the Perfous who fpeak and - 


may be worth while to odferve, that Ailton . 





His preferring Annihilation to Stiame or Mitery; is 


alfo highly fuitable to-his Chara@ter; as the Comfort | 
he draws trom their difturbing the Peace of Heaven, ' 


namely, that if it be not Vidtory it is Revenge, isa 
Sentiment traly Diabolical, and becoming the Bitter- 
nefs of thisimplacable Spirit. 

Belial is de(cribed, in the Firft Book, as the Idol of 
the Lewd and Luxurious. He is inthe Second Book, 
purfuant to that Defcription, chara@erized as timo- 
rous and ftothful ; and if we look into the Sixth Book, 
we find him celebrated in the Battel of Angels for 
nothing but that Scoffing Speech which he mikes to 
Satan, on their fuppoled Advantage over the E- 


nemy. Ag his Appearance is-unitorm, and of a 


Piece, in ghefe three feveral Views, we find his Sen- 
timents in-the Infernal Affembly every way confor- 
mable 56 his Charaéter. Such arehis Apprehenfions 


of a fecond Battel, his Horrors of Annihilation, his ~ 


preferring to be miferable_rather than zat to be. | 
need not obferve, that the Contraft of Thought in 


~ this Speech, and that which precedes it, gives ana- . 


greeable Variety to the Debate. 

Mammon's Charaéter is fo fully drawn in the Firt 
Book, that the Poet adds nothing to jt inthe Second. 
We were before told, that he was. the firft who 
taught Mankind to ranfack: the Eatth for Gold and 
Silver, and that he was the Architéé& of Pandemo- 
ninxm, or the Infernal Palace, where the Bvil Spirir¢ 
were to meet in Council. His Speechin this Book 
is every way fuitable to fo depraved a Character. 


~ How proper is that Reflection, of their being unable 


to taftethe Happinefs of Heaven were they actually 
there, in the Mouth of one, who while he was in 


’ Heaven, is faid fO-have had bis Mind dazled with the 


outward Pomps and Glories of the Place, and to have 
been more intent on the Riches of the Pavement, 
than on the Beatifick Vifton. 1 hall alfo leave the 


Reader to judge how agreeable the following Seati- 


ments are to the fame Character. 
—-—This deep world 
Of Darknefs do we dread? How oft amidft 
Thick cloud and dark doth Heav'ns all-ruling Sire 
Chue to refide, his Glory unobftured, 
And with the Maje of. darlaz(s round 
Covers his Throne; whence deep thunders rear 
Muftring their rage, and Hea~/n refermbles Hell? 
As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 
Imitate when we _— This defart Soil, 
Wants not ber bi Inftre, Gems and Gold; 
Nor want we Skill cr Art, whence to raife 
ifcence, and what can Heav'n fhew more ? 
Beélzebub, who is reckon’d the fecondin Digaity 
that fell, and isin the Firft Book, the fecond that a- 
wakens out.of the Trance, and confers with Satax 
upon the fituation of their Affairs, maintains his 
Rank in the Book now before us. Thereisa won- 


* derfal Majefty defcribed in his rifing up to fpeak. He 


adts as akind of Moderator between the two oppo- 
fice Parties, and propofes a third Undertaking, 
which the whole Affembly gives into. The Moti- 
on he makes of detaching one of their Body in fearch 
of anew World is grounded upon aProje& deviled 
by Sates, and curforily ed by him in the fol- 
lowing Lines wr ete Ae aca 

S new Worlds, 9 rt 

yap py in Hiav’s, roc x, fons 

ye Py Harte 4 

A grmecation, cs che: 

Should favecr equal to the re. 

Thacher, if but wry. Pelle rhaaps 

Oar DR eruption, th: ane! vee 

Celefiial Spirits i beadaze, nor th’ An's 
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Lay sender Dasksdft cover. But thefe shuaghes 
"Fall Conpsfel rag? mature:—— 
. It.is on this Proje®t shat Beeisedxd grounds tis 


P fal. . * > : 

_ nen Wheat if 2 fed. 

, Some eafer ent@prizet There Ba place- 

(if ancient and prophetic fam: m Heav's 

no) anasber World, she lappy Seat 
Of fome new Race call’d M ary, abomd this time- 
To be created like to us, though lefs tate 
In aud excellence, but favoured mate 

bim who rules above; fo wai his Will 
Proneunc’ among the Gods, and by an cath, 
That {look Heav'ns whole circumference, confirm’ d. 

The Reader may obferve how juft it was, not to 
dmit in the Firlt Book the Proje& upon which the 
whole Poem turns: As alfo that the Prince of the fail’n 
Angels was the ofily proper Perfon to give is Birth, 
and that the nest to-him-in Dignity was she ficteft 
to fecond and fupport it. 5) 

There is befides, I think, foppething wonder- 
folly beautiful, and very apt to affe& the Reades’s 
Imagination in this ancient Prophecy or Report 
in Heaven, concerning the Creatien of Man. No- 
thing could thew more the Dignity of the Species, 
then this Tradition which ran of them beforetheir 
Exiftence. They are reprefented to have beea the 
Talk of Heaven,. before they were created. Vergil, 
in compliment to the Romgsx Common-Wealth, 
— Heroes of it appear in their State of Pre- 
exiftence; But Afi/tom does a fargreater Honour to 
Mankind in general, as he = us a Glimpfé of 
them even before they arein Being. py 
. The rifing of this great Affembly-is defcribed in 
a very Sublime and Poetical: manner. 

Their i542 all at once was.as the fond 
Of Thuader heard remstexy— ——. 

The Diverfions of the fallen Angels, with the 
particular Account of their Place of Habitation, are 
defcribed with great Pregnancy of Thought, and 
Copioufaefs of lovention. The Diverfionsare every 
way fuitadje to Beings who had nothing left them 
but Strengeh aud Knowledge mifapplied. Such are 
their Contentions at the Race, andin Feats of Arms, 
with theic Entertainment in the following Lines. 

Others with vat Typhaan rage more fell 
Rand up both Rocks and Hitls and ride the Air 
_ In Whirlwind; Hell fearce holds the wild uproar. 

Fheir Matick is employed ia celebrating their own 
criminal Exploits, and their Difcourfe in foundin 
the unfathomable Depths of Fate, Free-will an 
Fore-knowledge. 

The feveral Circumftances in the Defcription of 
Hell are very finely imagined; as the four Rivers 
which difgorge themfelves into the Sea of Fire, 
the Extreams of Cold and Heat, and the River of 
Oblivion. The monftrous Animals produced in 
that infernal World are reprefented by a fingle Line, 
which gives us a more horrid Idea of them, thana 
much longer Defcription would have done. 

ee tes 
Perverfe, all monftreus, all prodigious things, 
f le, inutterable, oh a - 

“Than Fables yet have feign’d, or fear conceiv'd, 

Gorgous, and Hydra’s, and Chimera’s dire. 

This Epifode of. the fallen Spirits, and their Place 
of Habitatien, comesin very happily to unbend. the 
Mind of the Reader from its Attention:to.the De- 
bate. Ar.ordinary. Poet would indeed have: fpun 
out.fo many Circumftances to a great Length, an¢ 
by that.means have weakned, inftead. of illuftrated, 
the principal Fable... Be ok 

‘Lhe F light. of Satan to the- Gates of Hell is fine- 
ly imaged, : : ; 

; chon already declared my, Opinion of the Alle- 
gory concerning Sis and.Death, which is however 
a very finished Piece in: its kind, when it is not con- 


fidered as Part of.an Epic. Poem. The. Genealogy of - 


the feveral Perfons. is cantrived with: great Delica~ 
cy. win, is- the>Daughter.of Satan, and Drath.the. 
Otispring of Siw. The iaceltuons: Mixture between 


Bim, .Thefe. ate. the Terrors of an ef Re 


the Speech of Siz, where complaining of this 

dreadful Iffue, the adds,. io . 
in ey Sob eed who fets theth'en, 
And me bis Parent would fyll foon devour ™ 

| For want of other prey, ' be knews . 
His end with mine orvelv’d 


-Circumftance in the laft Part of this Quotation, Hy 


- Fy poetical, as the opening of them is full of AM 
















Sie and Death produces thofe Monftert 
hounds which fcom time to time enter igpag “a 
Mother, and tear the Bowels of her who “3 
feience, and the propér Frnics of Siw, which & = 
raily rife from the Apprehenfions of Deass, = 

laff beantifal Moral is, I think, cleatly iatimaais ie 





. T need not mention to the Reader the beauiiii 


will likewife obferve how naturaily the three Pei. 
fons concerned in this Allegory are tempted yi. 
one common Intereft ro enter into a Confedeney 
together, and how properly Sis is made the Pi 
trefs of Hell, and the only Being thaé can opens 
Gates ro that World of Torrores. x 

The defcriptive Part of this Allegor} is likew; 
very ftrong, and full of Sublime IdeadS. The fi 
gure of Death, his Menace to Satéfi, his atv 
cing to the Combat, the Outcry at*his Births 
Circunsftances too noble to be paft tivér in Sitcne ll 
and extreamly fuitable to this Asaz of Terran, 
need not mention the Juftnefs of -Phonght wax 
is obferved in the Generation of thefe feveral Sym 
botical Perfons; that Siz was produced upon ty 
firft Revolt of Suan, that Death appeared foon i 
ter he was caft into Hell, and that the: Terrors, 
Cenfcience were conceived atthe Gate of this Plan 
of Forments. The Defcription of the Gates is 




















ton’s Spirit. 
—_——_ —_ 0n a fudden o 

47 ith impetuous recoil per pay ich 

Th’ infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 

Harfl Thrader, that the loweft borssm floak 

Of Erebus. Sue open’d, but to fiut 

Excell’d her tower ; the Gates wide open flood, 

me = brn a wings bhnyuch Hoft 

Uns cha Enfigns marching might pafs t: 

With Herfe and Charis rank'd z 6 ya 

So wide they ftoed, and like a fursace month 

Caft redguadinz {moak and ruddy flame. 
In Satan’s Voyage through the Chavs there are fever 
Imaginary Perfons defcribed, as refiding in thai 
menie Wafte of Matter. This may perhaps be cantor 
imable to the Tafte of thofe Criticks who are pleat 
with nothing jn 3 Poet which has not Life and Mi 
ners afcribed to it ; but for my own part, | am pleas 
moft with thofe Paflages in this Defcriprion whi 
carry in them a greater Meafure of Probability, 
are fuch as might poffibly have happened. Of ti 
kind is his fir mounting in the Smoak that rifes fic 
the infernal Pit, his falling into a Cloud of Ning 
and the like combuftible Materials, that by their 
plofion ftill hurried him forward in his Voyage; ti 
fpringing upward like a Pyramid of Fire, with bi 
laborious Paffage through that Confution of B 
ments, which the Poet calls 


The Womb of Nature aud perhaps her. Grave. 





The Glimmering Light which thot into the Chall 
from the omol: Vege of. the Creation, witt ihgm’ Neme 
diftant Difcevery of the Earth that clofe bast mortif 
the Moon, are wonderfully beautiful and poetical dys 0 

ADVERTISEMENTS igen 


By Her Majefty’s. Company of Comedia 

LT the Eheatre Royal in. Drury-Lane, this pt 

fent Saturday, the 3d Day, af February, will be pritent 

Comedy cali*d, Epfom Wills. By Her Majefty’s Commendzo! 
fonsare co: be admicied'behind the Scenes, 

T the Qaeen’s Theatre in the: Hay-Market th 
Opera Bipenle, Apd on Wrd refday next, che epciot Fe 
will be performed @ new Opcra called Hamlet, By jos Te 
ke:s aod Books will be delivered out om Tueliapand. Wedodllf: 
@ Mrs. White’s Chocolate-houfs® 
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